Immediately the father
of the child cried out
and said, “I believe;
help my unbelief!”
Mark 9:24
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“CRY ROOM AVAILABILITY”
For parents with children younger than one year, there is a “Cry
Room” near the front entrance if you would need to use that
during the worship service.
Please maintain silence for meditation as soon as the candles
are lit until the beginning of the service.
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WELCOME
ANNOUNCEMENTS
PRELUDE – What Wondrous Love Is This

Craig Curry

The assembly stands (if able)
CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION
P: In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen
Matthew 28:19b; [18-20]
P: Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and
from whom no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you
and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.
C: Amen
P: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in
us. But if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive
our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.
1 John 1:8-9
Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.
P: Most merciful God,
C: we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves.
We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what
we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not
loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as
ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will
and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen
P: Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and, for his
sake, forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of
the Church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you
the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and
of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
[John 20:19-23]
C: Amen
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ENTRANCE HYMN

GREETING
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C: And also with you.
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HYMN OF PRAISE

Luke 2:14; John 1:29
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SALUTATION
P: The Lord be with you.

C: And also with you.

2 Timothy 4:22

PRAYER OF THE DAY
P: Let us pray.
O Lord, help your people to avoid the infection of the evil one, and
with pure hearts to follow you, our only Lord. Grant this, we pray, through
Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C: Amen
The assembly is seated.
CHILDREN’S SERMON

The First Reading is from the 50th chapter of Isaiah.
First Reading: Isaiah 50:4-10
4The Lord God has given me the tongue of those who are taught, that I
may know how to sustain with a word him who is weary. Morning by
morning he awakens; he awakens my ear to hear as those who are
taught. 5The Lord God has opened my ear, and I was not rebellious; I
turned not backward. 6I gave my back to those who strike, and my
cheeks to those who pull out the beard; I hid not my face from disgrace
and spitting. 7But the Lord God helps me; therefore I have not been
disgraced; therefore I have set my face like a flint, and I know that I shall
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not be put to shame. 8He who vindicates me is near. Who will contend
with me? Let us stand up together. Who is my adversary? Let him come
near to me. 9Behold, the Lord God helps me; who will declare me guilty?
Behold, all of them will wear out like a garment; the moth will eat them up.
10Who among you fears the Lord and obeys the voice of his servant? Let
him who walks in darkness and has no light trust in the name of the Lord
and rely on his God.
This is the Word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

Brief silence for reflection.
The Psalm is read responsively.
Psalm 116:1-9
I love the Lord because he heard the voice of my prayer,
Because he inclined his ear to me;
therefore will I call upon him as long as I live.
The snares of death encompassed me, and the pains of the grave laid
hold of me; I suffered trouble and sorrow.
Then I called upon the Name of the Lord:
“O Lord, I beseech you, deliver my soul.”
Gracious is the Lord and righteous;
indeed, our God is full of compassion.
The Lord preserves the simple; I was in misery, and he helped me.
Turn again to your rest, O my soul, for the Lord has rewarded you.
You have delivered my soul from death,
my eyes from tears, and my feet from stumbling.
I will walk before the Lord in the land of the living.
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Brief silence for reflection.
The Second Reading is from the 3rd chapter of James.
Second Reading: James 3:1-12
1Not many of you should become teachers, my brothers, for you know
that we who teach will be judged with greater strictness. 2For we all
stumble in many ways. And if anyone does not stumble in what he says,
he is a perfect man, able also to bridle his whole body. 3If we put bits into
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the mouths of horses so that they obey us, we guide their whole bodies as
well. 4Look at the ships also: though they are so large and are driven by
strong winds, they are guided by a very small rudder wherever the will of
the pilot directs. 5So also the tongue is a small member, yet it boasts of
great things. How great a forest is set ablaze by such a small fire! 6And the
tongue is a fire, a world of unrighteousness. The tongue is set among our
members, staining the whole body, setting on fire the entire course of life,
and set on fire by hell. 7For every kind of beast and bird, of reptile and sea
creature, can be tamed and has been tamed by mankind, 8but no
human being can tame the tongue. It is a restless evil, full of deadly
poison. 9With it we bless our Lord and Father, and with it we curse people
who are made in the likeness of God. 10From the same mouth come
blessing and cursing. My brothers, these things ought not to be so. 11Does
a spring pour forth from the same opening both fresh and salt water?
12Can a fig tree, my brothers, bear olives, or a grapevine produce figs?
Neither can a salt pond yield fresh water.
This is the Word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

Brief silence for reflection.
The assembly stands (if able) to welcome the Gospel.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

John 6:68

P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark the 9th chapter.
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Gospel: Mark 9:14-29
14When {Jesus, Peter, James and John} came to the disciples, they saw a
great crowd around them, and scribes arguing with them. 15And
immediately all the crowd, when they saw him, were greatly amazed and
ran up to him and greeted him. 16And he asked them, “What are you
arguing about with them?” 17And someone from the crowd answered
him, “Teacher, I brought my son to you, for he has a spirit that makes him
mute. 18And whenever it seizes him, it throws him down, and he foams and
grinds his teeth and becomes rigid. So I asked your disciples to cast it out,
and they were not able.” 19And he answered them, “O faithless
generation, how long am I to be with you? How long am I to bear with
you? Bring him to me.” 20And they brought the boy to him. And when the
spirit saw him, immediately it convulsed the boy, and he fell on the ground
and rolled about, foaming at the mouth. 21And Jesus asked his father,
“How long has this been happening to him?” And he said, “From
childhood. 22And it has often cast him into fire and into water, to destroy
him. But if you can do anything, have compassion on us and help us.”
23And Jesus said to him, “‘If you can’! All things are possible for one who
believes.” 24Immediately the father of the child cried out and said, “I
believe; help my unbelief!” 25And when Jesus saw that a crowd came
running together, he rebuked the unclean spirit, saying to it, “You mute
and deaf spirit, I command you, come out of him and never enter him
again.” 26And after crying out and convulsing him terribly, it came out,
and the boy was like a corpse, so that most of them said, “He is dead.”
27But Jesus took him by the hand and lifted him up, and he arose. 28And
when he had entered the house, his disciples asked him privately, “Why
could we not cast it out?” 29And he said to them, “This kind cannot be
driven out by anything but prayer.”
This is the Gospel of the Lord.
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The assembly is seated.
SERMON
Silence for reflection follows the sermon.
The assembly stands (if able).
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HYMN OF THE DAY
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APOSTLE’S CREED
C: I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the
virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was
buried.
He descended into hell.
On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the
Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of
the body, and the life everlasting. Amen
PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH

[1 Timothy 2:1-4]

P: Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and for all
people according to their needs.
A brief silence.
Each portion of the prayers ends with these or similar words:
P: Lord, in your mercy,

C: hear our prayer.

The prayers conclude:
P: Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting
in your mercy; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. C: Amen
SHARING OF THE PEACE – Stand in place and greet at a distance
P: The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C: And also with you.
PRESENTATION OF GIFTS
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Matt. 5:22-24; Eph. 4:1-3

OFFERTORY

OFFERTORY PRAYER
A: Let us pray. Blessed are you,
C: O Lord our God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you have
blessed us with these gifts. With them we offer ourselves to your
service and dedicate our lives to the care and redemption of all
that you have made, for the sake of him who gave himself for us,
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
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PREFACE

2 Timothy 4:22; [Colossians 3:1]; [Psalm 136]

P: It is indeed right and salutary . . . we praise your name and join their
unending hymn:
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SANCTUS

Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING
P: Blessed are You, Lord of Heaven and earth.
In mercy for our fallen world you gave your only Son, that all those
who believe in him should not perish, but have eternal life.
We give thanks to you for the salvation you have prepared for us
through Jesus Christ.
Send now your Holy Spirit into our hearts, that we may receive our
Lord with a living faith as he comes to us in his holy supper.
C: Amen. Come. Lord Jesus.
P: In the night in which he was betrayed our Lord Jesus took bread, and
gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and
eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
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Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for
all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed
for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Matthew 26:26-28; Mark 14:22-24; Luke 22:19-20; 1 Corinthians 11:23-25

LORD’S PRAYER

Matthew 6:9-13

Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray.
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
The assembly is seated.
AGNUS DEI

John 1:29

16

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
All are welcome to receive the Lord's Body and Blood who are baptized in
the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit and believe that
Jesus Christ is truly present in the bread and wine.
HOW WE COMMUNE: When you come forward the pastor will first give you
bread to eat. Then, take a cup from the tray. The assistant will pour in wine
to drink. Afterward, you will place the empty cup in the water in the plastic
container at the side aisle, and return to your seat.
If you are unable to consume wine, you may commune with only the bread.
Unbaptized and those who have yet to receive first communion may come
forward to receive a blessing.
Signify by holding your hands to your chest instead of reaching out for the
bread and wine.

The assembly stands (if able) when everyone has received the sacrament.
BLESSING
P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve
you in body and soul to life everlasting.
C: Amen
POST COMMUNION CANTICLE

[Psalm 105:1-3.42-43; 1 Chronicles 16:8-10]
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POST COMMUNION PRAYER
A: Let us pray. Almighty God, you gave your Son both as a sacrifice for
sin and a model of the godly life. Enable us to receive him always
with thanksgiving, and to conform our lives to his; through the same
Jesus Christ our Lord.
C: Amen
BENEDICTION

Numbers 6:24-26

P: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make his face shine on you
and be gracious to you. The Lord look upon you with favor and
give you peace. In the name of the Father, + and of the Son, and
of the Holy Spirit. C: Amen
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SENDING HYMN

All rights reserved. Reprinted under OneLicense.net license A-720190.
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DISMISSAL
P: Go in peace. Serve the Lord.

C: Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE – Be Thou My Vision

Lloyd Larson

Reprinted from Lutheran Book of Worship, copyright © 1978 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress license #SBL15466

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++
PRAYER OPPORTUNITIES
In your daily prayers please remember those listed below:
Homebound

Additional prayers

Deb Binder
Clair Crist
Donna Hiltebeitel
Pauline Houck
Elizabeth Larsen
Sonya LaGamba
Earl and Janet Harry

Pastor Luke – ongoing medical issues
Raina May Thomas – open heart surgery
Tom Wolfgang – rehab
June White – broken shoulder

Additional names during today’s worship: To include a person for prayer
not yet on the list above during today’s worship please “print” that
person’s name on the prayer request sheet on the table in the back
of the nave before worship.
Become a Prayer Chain participant: Prayer Chain participants are
emailed prayer updates. Please email Judy Mills
(jmills.email@comcast.net) with your request, to be included in
Prayer Chain updates, preferred email address, or request removal
from Prayer Chain participation.
Prayer edits for published names in the Sunday bulletin: Aside from our
homebound, names remain published for one month. If you would
like to continue another month, or have new persons added, or
desire to have a name removed from the list please contact Rose
Keller at (717) 333-1448 or email rose.a.keller@gmail.com OR
contact Pastor Mark at (717) 947-4284.
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AROUND THE WORD DEVOTIONS
Around the Word publishes a weekly devotion with daily
meditations. These devotions include a Psalm, Verse, Prayer,
and Hymn for the Week, as well as the order of devotion
from the Small Catechism. You can download the most
recent devotion by going to our website (www.reformationnalc.org) and clicking on the link, or sign-up to receive these devotions by
email.
ANNOUNCEMENTS
Announcements for the bulletin and about upcoming events
should be emailed to rose.a.keller@gmail.com AND
pastor@reformation-nalc.org or you can call Rosemary
Keller (717-333-1448) or Pastor Mark (717-947-4284) no later
than Sunday by 6:00 pm. The events will then be put in the
bulletin. It is always helpful to let us know how long you want the
announcement to run. See Rosemary Keller with any questions.
Stewardship
Financial contributions may be brought to Divine Service now,
but the plates will be stationary in the back of the nave. You
may also continue to mail checks to Sandy Tippett at 3377
Horizon Drive Lancaster Pa 17601. Checks will be deposited
once a week.
Hashing out the sermon and Scripture readings
All are invited to meet with Pr. Mark from 10:45-11:30 am today for
discussion and questions about today's sermon and Scripture
readings.
LUNCH BUNCH
September Lunch Bunch is Tuesday, September 14. We will
meet at church at 10:20 and have lunch at Isaacs on
Centerville Road at 11:30. Sign-up sheet at church or call
Judi Reeder (717 341 7821)
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Learn about Barnabas Aid's support for persecuted Christians
Paul Schwarz will speak about Barnabas Aid on Sunday,
Sep 19 at 10:45 in the Fellowship Hall. It is an
international ministry that sends financial support to
projects that help Christians where they suffer discrimination, oppression
and persecution as a consequence of their faith. The projects aim to
strengthen Christian individuals, churches and their communities by
providing material and spiritual support in response to needs identified by
local Christian leaders. They are currently helping Christians escape from
Afghanistan.
Barnabas
Aid's
office
is
in
Lancaster.
See barnabasfund.org/us/ for more information.
COFFEE TIME
Enjoy coffee, snacks and fellowship after worship and before
Sunday school. If you would like to sign-up for a Sunday to host
Coffee Time, it’s as simple as bringing store bought snacks. If
you like to bake, homemade goodies are always welcome! If
you have any questions about Coffee Time, see Joan Hollinger or
Rose Bennett for the details. See you at Coffee Time!
SUNDAY SCHOOL NEWS
Sunday School will be starting on Sunday October 3rd.
10:30-11:30. We will have two groups.
Children toddlers-kindergarten age will meet in nursery
room for Parents and Me class led by Melissa Cuff. We will
have playtime while the adults have fellowship. Followed by
a Bible story and age appropriate activity.
Older group will meet in the library upstairs. This will be led by Judi Reeder
and Crystal Lepley.
We are looking for a couple of volunteers willing to help/teach once or
twice a month. Lessons will be prepared for volunteers in advance.
Any questions please see Melissa, Judi, or Crystal
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Special Congregational Meeting Sunday September 12, 2021
Reformation's Church Council is recommending to the congregation that
we extend a "Call" to Pastor Mark Chavez for the 5 years he has
committed to our congregation which would change his title and status
from Interim Pastor to Full Time Pastor at Reformation. This change will be
presented for a vote to the congregation of RLC at a Special
Congregational Meeting on Sunday September 12, 2021 immediately
after service. Assuming a favorable vote a formal "Full Time Pastoral Call"
will be extended to Pastor Chavez. We pray as many members as possible
will be able to attend this meeting.
LUTHER LAGER LEAGUE
Luther Lager League meets Sept 19 at 6:00 pm. All men are
invited to meet at John Null's home at 578 Northlawn Dr,
Lancaster,17603 for food and fellowship. Contact Pastor Mark if
you plan on attending.
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED FOR CHOIR
Reformation's musicians are hoping to resume singing choral
music for our worship later this year. We are in need of more
volunteers, particularly those who can sing soprano and
alto, but tenors and basses are also welcome. Rehearsals
would be held on Wednesday evenings from 7-8:00 pm.
There would be two "seasons" of singing anthems - mid-fall to Christmas
and Lent to Easter. If you are interested in singing in the choir, contact
Ivan Wittel at iwittel@comcast.net or 717-940-0359.
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CORE VALUES OF THE NALC
Christ-Centered
We confess the apostolic faith in Jesus Christ according to the Holy
Scriptures. We affirm the authority of the Scriptures as the authoritative
source and norm, “according to which all doctrines should and must be
judged” (Formula of Concord). We accept the ecumenical creeds and
the Lutheran Confessions as true witnesses to the Word of God.
Mission-Driven
We believe that the mission of the Church is to preach the Gospel and to
make disciples for Christ. We believe that making disciples — in our
congregations, in our communities and nations, and around the world —
must be a priority of the Church in the present age.
Traditionally-Grounded
We affirm the ecumenical creeds and the faithful witness of the Church
across time and space. We endorse the form and practices of the
universal Church that are consistent with Scripture, particularly the office
of the ministry and the tradition of worship under Word and Sacrament.
We seek dialogue and fellowship with other Lutheran churches and with
faithful Christians of other confessions.
Congregationally-Focused
We strive to be a church body that is organized to facilitate the ministries
of local congregations in a posture of servanthood and a spirit of
partnership, through the provision of resources, connections and
information.
2655 Innsbruck Drive, Suite A
New Brighton, MN 55112-9304
Phone: 651-633-6004
Toll-free: 888-551-7254
Website address: www.thenalc.org
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“NOTES FROM WORSHIP OR SUNDAY SCHOOL”
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